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Synopsis

Colonial "women’s work" was hard, physical labor. In the South, the urgency of farming crops for
export stretched a woman’s workday from sunrise to sunset. It was not much different in New
England, though the goal was more often to maintain the family and set aside enough to get through
the harsh winter. In the 17th and early 18th century, nearly endless toil marked the lives of the
majority of American women, regardless of their region, color, or status. Most women in the
colonies, enslaved and free, were farm wives, giving birth to children and working hard to raise
them. Yet, as Jane Kamensky shows in this volume, some women entered this era with rising
expectations. They were marrying whom and when they chose, or choosing to remain unmarried.
They were fleeing cruel masters in search of a better life. Women'’s voices were heard, though not
all in the same tones or claiming the same rights. During these years women such as Anne
Hutchinson had to leave Massachusetts when she tried to claim a public role for herself in the
Puritan church; Abigail Smith Adams encouraged her husband John Adams to "Remember the
Ladies" in the country’s new code of laws; the African-American poet Phillis Wheatley published
stirring patriotic poems; and Deborah Read Franklin ran Ben Franklin’s stationery store when he
was away (which was most of the time). These women were not feminists by today’s definition, but

they began a tradition of persistence and loyalty that has served women well into the 20th century.
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Customer Reviews

"Highly recommended for libraries, history and social studies teachers, and anyone interested in

women’s history."--VOYA

Jane Kamensky is assistant professor of American history at Brandeis University and the author of

Governing the Tongue: The Politics of Speech in Early New England.
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